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An Interview with Allan McMurtry, Allandale 
Neighborhood Association President 


Tom Linehan 


Q: What are the issues facing the 
neighborhood in the upcoming year? 

A: I think the big one is to begin to 
resolve the debt over the Wal-Mart 
issue. 


Q: How are we going to do that? 
A: Advertising revenue from the 
newsletter will help. We need to bring 
up the use of membership dues to help 
with it either on a percentage basis or 

by stipulating that dues may be used 
for that purpose provided we don’t go 
below a certain amount in our check- 
ing account every month. Other fund- 
raising efforts include the picnic in 
March. 


Q: How much do we owe in legal 
expenses? 

A: According to the last report, we 
owe around $38,000. 


Q: When you talk about retiring 
that amount of debt, one has to won- 
der if the neighborhood association is 
going to go bankrupt? 

A: No, absolutely not. You make 
agreements with an attorney, and it is 
our responsibility to follow through. 
You know, they put their licenses on 
the line. They put their insurance on 
the line. They put themselves on the 
line. They donated time to us. They 
provided us with a service, and we are 
going to pay them back. They know it 
is going to take us awhile. There is no 


The Allandale Neighbor is published and 
distributed bimonthly by the ANA. For 
more information contact Cathy Savage 
at 680-6281 or allandaleads@gmail.com. 
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way under my watch that Allandale is 
going bankrupt. 


Q: Are you thinking it will be lon- 
ger than a year? 

A: Oh, yes. What we would like to 
do is to come up with a plan to pay it 
off somewhere between four and five 
years. This is not the first time Allan- 
dale has employed attorneys. Because 
the attorneys we have employed in the 
past have always been paid back, we 
have never had a hard time obtaining 
the legal expertise we’ve needed to 
help us out. I think honoring our debts 
is critical to obtaining any legal action 
we might need down the road. 


Q: What are the other things the 
neighborhood will be dealing with in 
the upcoming year? 

A: We have flooding problems com- 
ing down Bull Creek, Nasco, and 
White Rock. We are working with the 
City in finding a way to move that 
water out of the low areas and into 
Shoal Creek where it won’t do damage 
to anybody. The other issues are ones 


that will come up just like they always 
do. 


Q: Membership is another priority 
of the association that you mentioned. 
What do you have in mind for that? 

A: I don’t think people realize how 
much time is going into the neighbor- 
hood association. I don’t think they 
realize that 20 or 30 hours a month are 
spent at City Hall or at special meet- 
ings that go on for four or five 
months. I don’t think they realize that 
what is happening with these neigh- 
borhood volunteers is they are protect- 
ing home values. In fact, I think their 
work is increasing home values. We 
are working to make people aware that 
if there is activity that will affect the 
neighborhood, we’re involved in it. 
There are some vagrancy issues, for 
example, where there is possible crimi- 
nal mischief that is creating issues. 
Wed like people in the area to know 
about that and that we’re working on 
it. We'd like them to know we’ve res- 
urrected the Neighborhood Watch 


Program where we’ve gotten over 40 
neighborhood block captains. We have 
the names of the police liaisons for this 
area. All of this is important. This is 
part of the small community that is 
Allandale, and I don’t think people are 
aware of that. I don’t think they are 
aware of the expertise that is part of 
the neighborhood association. We’re 
hoping to let them know. 


Q: You’ve been active with the 
neighborhood association in the past. 
What was your involvement then? 

A: Yes, the first time I got involved 
was in 1977, and that was over a plan by 
a church to take out all of the houses 
between Northland and Allandale from 
Burnet Rd to Shoal Creek to build a 
large church with a school and playing 
fields. That was the first time I got 
involved with the neighborhood, and 
that was the first time a lawyer was 
hired to defend property rights in Allan- 
dale. That lawsuit was over deed restric- 
tions not being observed by the church. 


Q: Were you president of the neigh- 
borhood association at that time? 

A: No, I was president in 1980 and 
1981. 


Q: Have you since been involved in 
the neighborhood association? 
A: Yes, I got involved in the cross- 
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JOLODE ING. 


town freeway. The church fight lasted 
about four years. The crosstown free- 
way lasted probably eight to ten years. 


Q: What brought you back to being 
involved in the NA? 

A: What brought me back was zon- 
ing issues. I was stunned at the propos- 
als for 2-story box houses cropping up 
in West Austin. You can see them in 
Crestview, Justin Lane, and scattered 
around the area. They call them metro 
houses. They build them as duplexes so 
you don’t have to subdivide the lot, but 
they sell them as individual homes. 
Allandale had a zoning rollback in 1980 
that set all of the land in Allandale as 
single-family, and this has been the 
linchpin for property values in Allan- 
dale. Now, if someone wants to build a 
duplex next to you, they have to go 
through a long process of getting 
approvals from the City and neighbors. 


Q: Given that we did get that zon- 
ing rollback in 1982 do you still feel 
it’s an issue for us? 

A: One of the issues has to do with 
deed restrictions with lot sizes and the 
conformity within the block structure 
of the neighborhood. I feel it is inappro- 
priate for someone to come in and build 
a structure that is so colossal and so ugly 
that it detracts from the value of some- 
one else’s home. In fact, 
we're seeing people put 
their houses on the market 
because they didn’t have the 
wherewithal to stop it. A 
neighborhood association 
with a large number of 
members and broad partici- 
pation in fact can lend its 
name to the multiple fami- 
lies that are having trouble 
with difficult issues. 
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proud resident of Allandale since 2002 


OFF 


Alan McMurtry, ANA President 


Q: What are some of the committees 
the neighborhood association has, and 
which ones are seeking volunteers? 

A: We have the Membership Com- 
mittee that is involved in building 
ANA membership. We have a Nomi- 
nations Committee to fill open posi- 
tions on the Executive Committee. We 
have a Bylaws Committee involved in 
rewriting our bylaws so that they con- 
form to state law. We have a Zoning 
Committee. We could use some people 
to get involved in that committee. 
That’s our land-use planning group for 
the neighborhood. Anything that’s 
land use or zoning related is a part of 
that committee. It is pretty interesting. 
We have a Safety Committee that 
Laura DiCarlo is involved in. We have 
a Beautification Committee that Lin- 
nea Lemon heads. That committee was 
responsible for the big clean up at 
Northwest Park. They are doing a lot 
of work. We have a Northcross Com- 
mittee that will hopefully be able to 
disband this year, once the work is fin- 
ished on the negotiations with Wal- 
Mart based on the reduction in size of 
the development to 99,000 sq feet. We 
also have Fundraising Committee that 
has been involved in organizing the 
picnic in the park. + 
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Tree Planting January 10 


Linnea Lemon 


he City of Austin is planting about 

50 new trees along the medians of 
Northcross Drive on January 10th, 
2009. The trees are free, and the City 
has committed to watering them the 
first two years. Neighbors are being 
called upon to help plant the trees. 

Nine native and adapted tree species 
have been chosen, and existing vegeta- 
tion and utilities were considered in 
developing this plan. 

The more volunteers we have, the 
easier it will be to plant these new 
trees. If you are interested in helping, 
please let me know. All you need to 
bring is yourself, a pair of gloves, and a 
smile. The City will provide other 
materials and supplies. 

Planting will start at 9:00 a.m. Meet 
in front of the post office. Wear sturdy 
shoes. (Due to the high traffic level on 
Northcross, we don’t recommend 
bringing your dog along for this 
event.) To volunteer, contact Paul 
Smith at diuegeckoyoga@aol.com. 

If you have questions about the tree 
planting or want to sign up by phone, 
contact Linnea Lemon at /inneakay@aus- 
tin.rr.com or 750-8902. % 
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and return preparation, call 
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Member - LCMS 
1207 W. 45" Street 
Austin, TX 78756 
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Divine Service: 10:30 am 
Education Hour: 9:15 am 


www.trinityaustin.com 


“Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum” 


Sarah Pierce and Friends Concert in the Park 


Tom Linehan 


5 every- 
thing just comes 
together. Sunday, 
December 7th, 2008 at 
Northwest Park was 
one of those days. For 
a late Fall afternoon, 
the weather was per- 
fect. The sun was out, 
there was a slight 
breeze and the temper- 
ature was in the com- 
fortable 70s. Friends 
and neighbors saun- 
tered into Northwest Park with their 
children and/or their dogs or by them- 
selves for what was to be a very relax- 
ing and enjoyable event. The setting 
was perfect. The stage was positioned 
just up the hill from the pond next to 
the picnic tables with Cypress trees all 
around showing off their dramatic fall 
colored leaves. 

But what made the event special was 
the music. It started with Eric Hanke, 
a wonderful young musician who 
kicked the event 


DESIGN-BUILD 
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off with five or six songs from his cur- 
rent and forthcoming CDs. (You can 
learn more about Eric and his music at 


www.erichankeband.com). He was fol- 


lowed by Sarah Pierce and band who 
played for a little over an hour. 

Sarah is a very talented Austin sing- 
er/songwriter supported by what she 
referred to as a group of musicians who 
are singer/songwriters in their own 
right (www.sarahpierce.com). They 
truly are very gifted artists. The free 
outdoor concert at Northwest Park 


( Inspired Design, 
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q drummer, Merel Bregante, 


| are residents of Allandale. 
~* Sarah played a mix of her 
own songs as well as a few 
well-known songs from 

_ other artists including 

» Patsy Cline. Sponsors of 
the event included Roger 
Beasley, Little Bear 
Records, Cribworks Digital 
Media, and the Allandale 


went from 3:00 to 5:00 on Sunday. Neighborhood Association. 
Amy's Ice Cream and There is 
Russell's Bakery came talk about 
with a wonderful array doing this 

of holiday treats. Ice again, per- 
Cream in late Fall haps in the 
might not work in Spring. I am 
other parts of the coun- sure that 

try but it was perfect everyone 
for this event. who attend- 

The concert was the ed will agree to Sarah Pierce, Eric Hanke, and all of 
first introduction to { Mm that is a good the musicians who played at Sunday's 
many in the audience l idea but it will Concert in the Park for making it a 
to Sarah Pierce and her band even be a challenge having it all come truly enjoyable afternoon. + 
though Sarah and her husband and together as it did on Sunday. Thanks 
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Shop ClayWays for Holiday gifts 


We're your neighbors and your local potters - Come in and get to know us! 
We like cats... We like to teach pottery... 


we love to make pots for you! 


ClayWays 5442 Burnet Rd. Austin, TX, 78756 
Pottery Studio Phone: (512) 459-6445 
& Gallery www.clayways.com 


Shop locally - preferably here! 
With this coupon get 10% off your entire purchase in our gallery 
Holiday hours: Weekdays 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. (Dec. 13 thru 24) 
Saturday & Sundays 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Gift Certificates available and we do clay-away (like lay-away)! 


Allandale 
Neighborhood 
Association Executive 
Committee Meeting 


Minutes 
Mary Jane Matus 


22 October 2008 


he regular monthly Executive 

Committee (EC) meeting of the 
Allandale Neighborhood Association 
(ANA) was held on Wednesday, Octo- 
ber 22, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. at the home 
of EC Board member Allan McMur- 
try, the President being in the chair 
and the Secretary being present*. 


Members Present: 

Allan McMurtry, President; Mary 
Jean Matus, Secretary; Joe Reynolds, 
Treasurer; Donna Beth McCormick; 
Paulette Kern; George Roman; Cyn- 
thia Keohane; Dustin Little. 


Board members had open discussion 
with the regard to the following: 
= Membership drive 
m Neighborhood planning process 
m Status of ANA bylaws review/ 


rewrite 


Steven Zettner at 11.25.08 EC Meeting. 


= Update of ANA committees/mem- 
bers 

= Review of communications to mem- 
bers 

= Conduct of EC meetings 

a Austin Neighborhoods Council 
(ANC) NOTE: Cynthia Keohane 
has been elected to the ANC EC as 
North Central Sector Representa- 
tive 

m Vertical Mixed Use (VMU) zoning 
There were no motions and no 

votes. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 

p.m. % 


ANA Committee Reports 
Allan McMurtry 


Northcross: ANA is still awaiting 
feedback from Wal-Mart and the City 
on the Terms Sheet ANA completed 
at the City’s request in 2007. 

Bylaws: This committee will begin 
meeting to make changes to the bylaws 
so they are compatible with the require- 
ments of State and Federal law changes. 
No bylaw changes will become perma- 
nent until the General Membership has 
read and approved 
the changes. At 
that General 
Membership Meet- 
ing, the bylaws 


Building on Burnet 
Road 


Paulette Kern, Zoning Chair 


I want to pass along the information 
I have at present in regards to building 
projects on Burnet Road near Allan- 


dale. 


a Burnet and Lawnmont: Four-story 
Vertical Mixed Use project with 
retail on the first floor (facing Bur- 
net Road) and approximately 170 
one- and two-bedroom apartments 
with a parking garage. 

= 5615 Burnet (just north and across 
from Amy’s): Washington Mutual 
has submitted a site plan for a bank. 

m SE corner Burnet and Koenig: The 
Walgreens is almost complete. 

m 6840 Burnet (at Pegram): Charles 
Maund is demolishing and rebuild- 
ing (1,311 sq. ft). 

= 7820 Burnet (old Denny’s site): 
Comerica Bank has filed a site plan 
for approval. 

= 7793 Burnet (old postal kiosk): A 
Taco Bell will be built. 


Continued on page 9 


(512) 493-0921 


will be open for 
discussion and 
amendment by a 
majority or 
remanded to the 
Bylaws Commit- 
tee for further 
action. % 
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All Children Belong 


— Enrolling! 
È Ages 0-11 


Nurturing Environment 


T Progressive Curriculum 
After School Enrichment Programs 
Advanced Pre-K Readiness Programs 


Contact Us! 
512-459-0258 


www.steppingstoneschool.com 


ROGUE 


Austin's premier training group 
prepares athletes to meet their goals! 
Rogue offers training groups for 
marathons, half marathons, 5Ks & 10Ks, 
trail races and triathlons. 


BASIC TRAINING GROUPS 
begin November 5 & January 5 
ZOOMA WOMEN'S 

HALF MARATHON TRAINING 
begins November 22 

SPRING MARATHON & 

HALF MARATHON TRAINING 
begins November 22 


BEAT THE CORNER CURSE! ... 
SUPPORT HANG TOWN GRILL! 


DEAR ALLANDALE NEIGHBORS, 


WHEN WE OPENED IN JULY, MANY OF YOU SAID WE WERE IN THE “CURSED CORNER” ... WHICH 
IS PRETTY SCARY FOR ANY NEW BUSINESS. WE'VE HAD MANY COMPLIMENTS ABOUT OUR FOOD, 
HOORAY! YET, THERE ARE STILL COMMENTS ABOUT OUR CURSED LOCATION. SO WE HAVE TO 
ASK ... IS THIS CORNER REALLY CURSED? THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY TO FIND OUT ... AND WE 
NEED YOUR HELP ALLENDALE! LET’S FREE THIS CORNER FROM IT’S CURSE! IF YOU HAVEN'T 
BEEN IN YET, COME SEE US! WE THINK YOU'LL LIKE ... 


e THE QUALITY FOOD 

e THE CHEERFUL ATMOSPHERE 

e THE MENU VARIETY 

e THE KIDS AREA 

e THE MEETING AND PARTY SPACE 


WE APPRECIATE ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT, ALLANDALE. 
SEE YOU SOON, 
YOUR FRIENDS AT HANG TOWN 
LOCALLY OWNED...AUSTIN PROUD! 


EASY FUNDRAISERS AVAILABLE! 
MEETING SPACE FOR GROUPS & PARTIES 
KIDS EAT FREE EVERY MON. & TUES. NIGHT 
$5.99 DAILY LUNCH BURGER FEATURE 
15% SENIOR DISCOUNT 
$1 OFF SUNDAY W/ SERVICE BULLETIN 


5800 Burnet Rd e 420-9430 
(in the Allandale Shopping Center) wa &. 
www.hangtowngrill.com BURGERS PIZZAS SALADS 


Building on Burnet Road 
Continued from page 7 


Two points of general interest: 


m Valid petitions are useful in oppos- 
ing zoning changes. With a valid 
petition, a supermajority vote of 
Council is required to enact a zon- 
ing change. 

m Matters of re-subdivision are most 
commonly addressed in state law 
and in deed restrictions, which are 
not enforced by the City of Austin. 
If one wants to enforce a deed 
restriction, one often must take 
legal action. In some cases, engaging 
a lawyer to write a letter to the 
party violating deed restrictions will 
result in compliance to deed restric- 
tions. 


Join ANA Today! 
Just use the 
enclosed envelope! 


Austin Neighborhood 
Council Update 


Cynthia Keohane 


have represented ANA at Austin 

Neighborhoods Council (ANC) for 
several years and was just elected 
ANC’s North Central Austin Sector 
Representative. This is an ANC Execu- 
tive Committee post. I see this as a 
great opportunity for Allandale to 
work with other neighborhoods on 
issues of mutual concern and to take 
local issues forward to ANC. 

My major responsibility is reaching 
out to all the neighborhood associa- 
tions in North Central Austin and 
keeping ANC informed of major con- 
cerns of area neighborhoods. We may 
want to have sector meetings periodi- 
cally, or when we have an issue to 
work on. 

ANC works to provide a voice for 
neighborhood issues. One recent exam- 
ple is the Live Music Task Force 
(LMTF). There is general concern at 


ANC that the Task Force should con- 
sider compatibility issues—especially 
neighborhood noise issues—when pro- 
moting the expansion of live music 
venues. I testified at the LMTF, along 
with many other neighborhood repre- 
sentatives, requesting attention to com- 
patibility issues. ANC continues to 
work on this issue, while generally 
supporting the effort to promote Aus- 
tin music and musicians. 

The ANC website was recently 
updated to show the location of City 
of Austin property. Council Member 
Laura Morrison’s office provided this 
information to assist neighborhoods 
looking at their land use. There is a 
map book with index and spreadsheet 
at http://wwm.ancweb.org/ resources. him. 

ANC meetings are open to all. ANC 
meets the 4th Wednesday of every 
month, usually at 7 p.m., at the Austin 
Energy Building, 721 Barton Springs 
Rd 


For more information about Austin 
Neighborhoods Council, see A/p:// 


www.ancweb.org/ about.htm. 
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Vegetation Manage- 
ment Project Along 
Great Northern 


Carl Shattenberg — Utility Forester, Austin 
Energy 


A Energy is scheduled to begin 
routine vegetation management 
work along MoPac and down Great 
Northern. With the exception of 
approximately 12 private properties, 
all of this vegetation management for 
the transmission lines is on City prop- 
erty and railroad right of way. 

This work is intended to maintain 
transmission safety and reliability 
along the transmission lines that carry 
power from our generation plants to 
electrical substations throughout 
North and Northwest Austin, similar 
to the substations at the intersections 
of Northland Dr and Steck at MoPac. 
Much of our vegetation maintenance 
work will also benefit distribution line 
reliability and safety beneath our trans- 
mission facilities along Great Northern 
Blvd. 

Our approach is to remove fast 
growing, tall, incompatible tree species 


(in most cases chinaberry and hackber- 
ry trees) from beneath the 138,000 volt 
transmission lines to provide 25 to 30 
feet clearance from the transmission 
lines at maximum sag during the sum- 
mer heat, for a four to five year main- 
tenance cycle. Trees that cannot be 
trimmed to maintain a safe and viable 
tree will be evaluated for removal. 
Dead trees that may present a hazard 
beneath transmission lines will be eval- 
uated for removal. 

Fortunately, the larger, desirable 
native trees, such as the live oaks and 
cedar elms, can, in most cases, be effec- 
tively pruned to provide adequate 
clearance. These desirable trees will 

benefit from the 
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removal of the 
invasive species, 
which compete 
for sunlight and 
soil moisture. 

We will retain 
low-growing, 
compatible trees 
and other vegeta- 
tion (for example, 
live oak, redbud, 
mesquite, soapber- 
ry, huisache, grape 
vines, selected wax 
leaf ligustrum, 
etc.) as screening 
vegetation and as a 
buffer to fill in the 
right of way. Our 
crews will take 
care in removing 
overtopping trees 
so that they do 
not damage under- 


story/screening 
vegetation. 


We recognize the value the 
vegetation provides as a buffer 
to the neighborhood from 
Mopac and the railroad tracks; 
therefore, we'll maintain as 
much low-growing vegetation 
as possible and compatible 
with our need for safe clearanc- 
es from the power lines over- 
head. By selectively removing 
certain incompatible, exotic, or 
invasive species from the over- 
story, the residual native 
understory vegetation is 
released from overtopping competition 
and can form a buffer that’s compati- 
ble with our overhead lines. 

During this work, Austin Energy 
and our contractor, Asplundh, will 
maintain on-site supervision to oversee 
the Asplundh crews performing the 
work. 

This work is separate from another 
tree maintenance project for which 
property owners are now being con- 
tacted regarding tree work near the dis- 
tribution lines on wooden poles in 
parts of the neighborhood. 

(Linnea Anderson and Allan McMur- 
try met with the City over this project. 
There were three Certified Arborists 
there and a Certified Forester.) 


ANA EC Profiles 


EC Profile — Peggy Maceo 


Q: How long have you been in Aus- 
tin? 

A: I have been here since 1968, when 
I came to attend UT. 


Q: What made you decide to join 
the ANA Executive Committee? 

A: I would like to see all the aspects 
that make Allandale a great neighbor- 
hood preserved. I would like to make a 
difference. 


Q: How long have you been 
involved with the neighborhood asso- 
ciation and in what capacity? 

A: Austin’s rapid growth these last 
few years has presented our neighbor- 
hood with huge challenges and deci- 
sions. In many instances, our response 
will affect our quality of life. The 
Northcross redevelopment issue cer- 
tainly propelled me to be more active. 


Q: What one or two things do you 
like most about Allandale? 

A: I have lived here for 33 years. We 
have a big yard and trees, which I love, 
and I find this location ideal. Like me, 
many of my neighbors have lived here 
for decades. Our children went to 
school together. We loan each other 
tools, take care of each other’s pets, 
and have a dinner club. It is a true vil- 
lage. 


Q: What CD do you have in your 
car’s CD player now? 
A: The Kinks Greatest Hits 


EC Profile—Dustin Little 

Q: How long have you been in Aus- 
tin? 

A: I moved to the Austin area in the 
early 90’s 


Q: What made you decide to join 
the ANA Executive Committee? 

A: I noticed the board’s call for assis- 
tance in the newsletter and thought I 
could support the neighborhood in 
some small way. 


Q: How long have you been 
involved with the neighborhood asso- 
ciation and in 
what capacity? 

A: While I par- 
ticipated in 
Home Owner 
Associations, this 
will be my first 
experience with a 
Neighborhood 


Association. 


Q: What one 


or two things do 


6400 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 78757 


Your Allandale Expert 
& Neighbor 


Our market has changed and having the right agent 
working for you matters now more than ever! 


If the time has come to sell your property, call today 
to find out how I can get you the most money, 
in the shortest time with the least possible hassle! 


We live here. 
Our clients refer us. 
Find out why. 


922-1273 
danny @realtyaustin.com 


www.AllandaleProperties.com 


info@burnet-road-storage.com 
www.burnet-road-storage.com 


you like most about Allandale? 

A: It has a great energy. I love to see 
the people walking, running, and bicy- 
cling—it seems alive. 


Q: If you had a good friend visit 
from out of town and this was their 
first time to Allandale, where would 
you take them? 

A: Einstein’s for a bagel and coffee. 


Q: What CD do you have in your 
car’s CD player now? 
A: Sting’s Mercury Rising. % 


GOO 


-SELF STORAGE, 


Storage - Boat & RV Storage - Packing Supplies 


KATHY L. HALL 
Manager 


ph: 512.453.6302 
fax: 512.453.2936 


Danny Gallant 
Realtor® 


Gallant 
Group 


Property Experts of Austin 


realty/austin 
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Restaurant Review: 


Cover 3 
Nathan Dooley 


| admit it; I miss Flores Mexican Res- 
taurant at The Village on Anderson 
Lane. My wife Laura and I weren’t reg- 
ulars there, but we ate there for one of 
our first meals after we moved to Aus- 
tin, and we were sad to see it close. The 
former Flores space has finally been put 
to use, though: a new restaurant called 
Cover 3 opened in November. 

A couple of weeks after Cover 3 
opened, Laura and I returned to the 
location with two kids in tow. Just 
walking into the restaurant was a very 
different experience from Flores; the 
old restaurant has clearly been gutted 
and entirely refinished. Cover 3 has 
stylized rectangular lines, abundant 
flat-screen TVs, and a higher-end 
menu. In addition to the plentiful din- 
ing seating, which consists largely of 
booths, there is also a bar area and a 
separate upstairs lounge. 

When we arrived (before 6:00 p.m. 
on a Thursday) the bar was hopping 


with happy hour 
patrons. This 
made for a very 
loud bar area, and 
we were hungry, 
so we opted to sit 
at a dinner table 
instead. Even in 
the dining section, 
flat-screen TVs 
were in abun- 
dance, along with 
a projection 
screen showing 
four sports chan- 
nels at once. Although sporting events 
surrounded us, the television sound 
was muted, and mid-tempo pop/rock 
music played in the background. 

Although the restaurant offers an 
extensive wine list, I opted to start with 
a Shiner Bock. Laura made a much 
more adventurous choice: a strawberry 
basil lemonade cocktail. When the 
drinks came, my beer was cold and, 
well, just plain beer. Laura’s cocktail, 
on the other hand, was a smooth-sip- 
ping but potent fizzy concoction. 

The menu is pricey: sandwiches start 


OPEN HEARTS. OPEN MINDS. 


SAINT JOH 


at $11 and entrees at $14. At my insis- 
tence, we started with The Triple, an 
appetizer served in three connected 
bowls holding guacamole, white queso 
dip, and garlic salsa. The guacamole 
was creamy, light, and fresh. The 
queso included roasted onions and pep- 
pers and was much heavier, hardening 
well before we were done picking at it. 
The salsa had a light, almost gazpacho- 
like consistency, with a subtle pepper 
bite. The appetizer also included fresh 
tortilla chips served in a conical basket, 
which were tasty but relatively few. 


OPEN Doors. 


HIN'S 


UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


Christmas Eve Services, December 24 


Two evening services. Childcare available during both services. 


5:00 p.m., A child-friendly Christmas Eve service. 


All children welcome to participate in a nativity re-enactment. 


7:00 p.m., Traditional Candlelight Communion Service 
Singing of traditional carols; special music by the Saint John’s Chancel Choir. 


2140 Allandale Road (corner of Burnet Rd and Hwy 2222) 
www.stjohnsaustin.org - 452-5737 


For our main dishes, Laura ordered 
the Chop House Burger, which is a 
tasty half-pounder with cheese, bacon, 
and shoestring fries. I chose the Pacific 
Ahi Tuna Burger, served with sliced 
avocado, greens, and shoestring fries. 
Both were cooked to our specifications 
and quite enjoyable, although the tuna 
burger was a bit salty. 

The entrees for our two children pre- 
sented a bit of an issue, since there is no 
kids’ menu. Fortunately, the issue 
didn’t last long, since the kids agreed to 
share an order of three beef tenderloin 
sliders (basically, small burgers). They 
enjoyed the sandwiches so much that 
they finished every bite. And the 
accompanying shoestring fries got an 
even better review from our five-year- 
old: “I just can’t stop eating these fries!” 

The fries were indeed quite tasty and 
unusual, topped with Parmesan cheese 
and fresh chopped chives. In fact, Laura 
enjoyed her fries so well, she suggested 
titling this article “The Fries of Texas!” 

Although the restaurant offers a few 
different desserts, we were already 
stuffed from our sandwiches, so we 


make a perfect choice for a couple who 
can’t decide between watching the big 
game and having a nice dinner. +% 


didn’t get a chance to sample anything 
sweet. Maybe next time! 

Overall, the service was quick and 
attentive, and the restaurant would 


Allandale Pride 10U Select Baseball Team 


Jim W bitefield 


n Sunday, October 

18 at Northeast Met- 
ropolitan Park in 
Pflugerville, Texas, the 
Allandale Pride 10U 
baseball team finished 
the Nation’s Baseball 
Sam Bass Monster Bash 
Tournament with a 4-1 
record. Our only loss 
came in the 10U champi- 
onship game against the 
nationally ranked McK- 
inney Marshalls. Allan- 
dale Pride 10U is a select baseball team 
from Northwest Austin. 


middle row: Tyler Page, James Baran, Tavian 
Gamble, Walker Sigman, Jace Franklin, Jack 
DeShan 

back row: Head Coach Tommy Reid, Assistant 
Coach Scott Claver, Assistant Coach Jim 
Whitefield %3 


Players and coaches pictured — 
bottom row: Andrew Davis, Daniel Schieffer, 
Luke Whitefield, Kevin Claver, Joe Deitz 


Celebrate Recover 


Strengthen Your Life! 


INCREASE VITALITY 
INCREASE ENERGY 
INCREASE FLEXIBILTY 


INCREASE INNER STRENGTH 
INCREASE MUSCULAR STRENGTH 
IMPROVE SENSE OF WELL-BEING 
IMPROVE JOYFULNESS 

IMPROVE RESTFUL SLEEP 


PERSONAL TRAINING 


Joyful Exercise With Trainers Who Care About You. 
Mind, Body & Spirit! 

FITNESS DOCTORS.COM | 512.454.4766 
BURNET & 47TH | BUILDING A | SUITE 100 


GYM MEMBERSHIPS 


AUSTIN TELCO itxe 


/ YS SEDERAL GREDIT UNION ees 
WW W.ATFCU.ORG 512.502.5559 


Home Equity Loans Money Market Share Certificates 
k| [540%] [575% 


5 YEARS 10 YEARS 15 YEARS 
PLUS NO CLOSING COSTST** $25,000 to $74,999 


Commercial Real Estate Loans 


20 YEAR AMORTIZATION 


Auto Loans 


UP TO 66 MONTHS 72 MONTHS 


14 AUSTIN METRO LOCATIONS 


ACCOUNTS ARI NOW INSURED TO AT LEAST $250, Se 


*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates ex aA al rate may vary depending on credit qualifica in Telco o will po ar standard o les osi 
Ho ome Equity loans s below 7 $100k. Ad ae II be the res w ons: any of Bo member. Credit q apply. applies to 1st lie 

eal es /developm rates / terms may be different. NON pa Tent ponaley Credit qualifie at 

i rly w eve a ean REG - a minimum deposit o is required. JUMBO - a minim 

of $95 ,000 is ea A "APRS, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. 
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Area Neighborhood Associations Launch 
2009 “Room to Live” Initiative 


Steven Zettner 


ustin’s North Central Austin neigh- 

borhood associations are rallying 
around an open space initiative intend- 
ed to head off potential risks from add- 
ing thousands of new residents to Bur- 
net, Anderson, and N. Lamar. 

The campaign, called “Room to 
Live,” will involve a series of presenta- 
tions and events during 2009, intended 
to focus the attention of City leaders on 
the vital role that a pedestrian-friendly 
environment plays in mixed-use dis- 
tricts. When properly used, open space 
reduces traffic, reduces crime, encourag- 
es a sense of community, and immuniz- 
es neighborhoods from urban decay. 

“There are a lot of outdoor things 
people need to do near their homes,” 
said Steven Zettner, a member of Sus- 


Niy 
ly 
[ 
O 
A 


'’spiceburst, 


tainable Neighborhoods of North 
Central Austin (SNAustin.org) and for- 
mer member of the Allandale Neigh- 
borhood Association VMU team. 
“Starting with the simple need to 
unwind after a busy day. That’s a hard 
requirement for urban living. If you 
slap down apartments with no way to 
do that, you’re sowing the seeds of 
failed housing projects.” 

Open space can make it fun and 
desirable to walk and bike places, 
Zettner said. “The key to reducing 
traffic is to shape a pedestrian-friendly 
district where it’s literally easier and 
more fun to do most of one’s daily 
activities without ever getting in a car. 
If you don’t have that, then every new 
resident you add is directly adding to 
area traffic, and that 
impacts us all.” 

City ordinances 
require zero open 
space for new devel- 
opment, Zettner said. 
In 3 of 4 recent cases 


Infused sea salts made right here in the ‘hood 


Fine Portuguese sea salt blended with roasted garlic, chipotles, 


chiles and lime, coffee, Persian sumac, and orange zest. NY 
Great for grilling, cooking, and entertaining. > e = 
A a 

Free delivery within the neighborhood SIN 


spiceburst.com 419-9463 


involving mixed use, 
property owners have 
refused requests from 
midtown neighbor- 
hood associations to 


years experience in central Austin! 


Ruth €. Vela mba, abr realtor 


Presidio Group Realtors 
512-964-3434 Mobile 512-476-1591 Office 


Exceeding Expectations 
I offer custom market analysis for each & every one of my clients. 


Please call me for a complimentary market analysis, you will 
appreciate the difference of a real estate professional with over 9 


presidio 


velaruthe@yahoo.com 


gop 


safeguard minimum amounts of open 

space. Parks Department policies need 
updating to prioritize open space with- 
in walking distance of VMU corridors. 

SNAustin.org estimates that down- 
town’s 2nd Street district will have 15% 
open space once funded projects come 
on line. By comparison, the Anderson 
Ln VMU district has just 4% open space. 

“Long-term, this issue is the biggest 
threat to the resilience of our neigh- 
borhoods, and the biggest opportuni- 
ty,” Crestview NA President Jonathan 
Locklin said. “We’ve got to take this 
seriously.” 

“When I look at The Triangle, I see 
a neighborhood asset that’s still going 
to be thriving a hundred years from 
now,” Zettner said. 

Wooten Neighborhood Associa- 
tion’s general membership in Novem- 
ber voted a motion supporting ade- 
quate open space in mixed-use districts. 
North Shoal Creek’s general member- 
ship recently passed a resolution sup- 
porting SN’s open space initiative. 
SNAustin.org hopes to get similar 
motions from Allandale and Crestview 
Neighborhood Associations in Decem- 
ber. SNAustin will present the 
motions to City Council early next 
year. Crestview NA has invited other 
nearby neighborhoods to co-sponsor a 
candidate forum next spring focusing 
on this and other growth issues for our 
part of the city. In autumn 2009, 
SNAustin.org plans to organize a cha- 
rette competition for the Anderson Ln 
VMU district that would model long- 
term solutions for pedestrian infra- 
structure, open space, and car traffic. 

Members of the VMU and land-use 
teams from the Allandale, Crestview, 
North Shoal Creek, and Wooten 
neighborhood associations founded 
SNAustin.org in November 2007. You 
can learn more about SNAustin.org 
and the Room to Live initiative by vis- 
iting the website, or by contacting 
info@snaustin.org. % 
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Minutes from MoNAC’s Annual Meeting 


Kay Newell 


MoPac Neighborhood Associations Coalition 
(MoNAC) 

October 21, 2008 

Harris Bell Hall, Westminster Manor, 4100 
Jackson Ave. 


President Kay Newell called the 
meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 


Kay asked for approval of the min- 
utes of the October 16, 2007, meeting. 
Tom Whatley, seconded by Frances 
Allen, moved to approve the minutes. 
The motion was adopted without 
objection. 


MoPac expansion update 

Kay recognized representatives of 
the Texas Department of Transporta- 
tion (TxDOT) and the Central Texas 
Regional Mobility Authority 
(CTRMA) for an update on plans for 
the addition of a managed lane and 
sound barriers on MoPac (Loop 1). 
The principal speakers were CTRMA 
executive director Mike Heilingenstein 


AOMESVILLE 


REAL ESTATE 


and Mark Herber, TxDOT’s Loop 1 
project director. John Kelly of DMJM 
Harris, the consulting firm for the 
project, and other representatives of 
TxDOT and CTRMA were present. 
They reported that TxDOT decided in 
November 2007 to suspend the Loop 1 
expansion project due to funding con- 
straints and in February 2008 sent a 
stop work order to John Kelly. Bob 
Daigh, TxDOT’s Austin district 
regional director, asked CTRMA to 
take over the project, which would be 
financed primarily with toll revenue 
collected from those using the addi- 
tional managed lane, with supplemen- 
tary funding from TxDOT. While 
TxDOT is exploring new options, 
such as issuing bonds, to finance its 
project backlog, and CTRMA is 
reviewing toll financing options, at 
this point neither TxDOT nor 
CTRMA is committed to resuming the 
project in the near future. 


The TxDOT and CTRMA represen- 
tatives emphasized that should future 
financing become available for the 
project, they would not be starting 
from scratch, but would build on the 
work already completed. An optimis- 
tic forecast is that once the project was 
restarted, it would take around two 
years to complete environmental and 
noise studies and the required environ- 
mental assessment and public hearings 
before construction could begin. Mr. 
Heilingenstein discussed the possibility 
of charging a toll on an added managed 
lane that would vary based on traffic 
volume, with higher tolls charged dur- 
ing high-volume periods. The lane also 
would be reserved for emergency vehi- 
cles and buses. 

In response to questions, Mr. Heilin- 
genstein affirmed that CTRMA, like 
TxDOT, is bound by the commitment 
to MoNAC to not expand MoPac 
right of way nor add elevated lanes 


HIGH QUALITY. 


Have confidence. At Homesville Real Estate, a 
Number1Expert is negotiating for you. 


Number1Experts sell more homes, outselling 
the typical agent 5 to 1. Paul Reddam is one of 
an elite group of Austin area realtors with these 
exclusive credentials. 


LOW COST. 


Professional photography, virtual tours, internet 
exposure, open house, flyers, and more. You’ll get all this 
for a flat fee of $4995.00 paid when your home sells. 


Not because we’re worth less, but because 
we believe real estate fees shouldn’t be based 
on the sales price of your home. 


TOP SELLING AGENT™ 


WWW.HOMESVILLE.COM 512.300.2995 4518 BURNET RD. 


everything “w included! Virtual Tours ° Internet Exposure On Over 20 Websites e An Open House « Flyers * & More! 


16 


should a managed lane be added. He 
said that only CAMPO could alter 
that commitment. The bridge over 
Lady Bird Lake cannot be striped to 
add an additional lane separate from 
the MoPac segment north of the lake. 
Proposed changes to the MoPac/ 
Westover interchange could be done as 
a separate project. All pertinent 
requirements, including the Antiquities 
Code as it applies to the Austin Memo- 
rial Park cemetery, will be followed. 
None of those present were aware of 
any plan for an expressway connecting 
downtown and MoPac. 


Neighborhood reports 

Kay Newell recognized neighbor- 
hood representatives for annual 
updates on their neighborhoods. 

Brian Robbins, executive director of 
Westminster Manor, described the 
Manor’s extensive expansion plans, 
which will begin in February 2009. 

The West Austin Neighborhood 
Group (WANG) has been engaged in 
the neighborhood planning process 
and is focusing on the University of 
Texas’s plans for the Breckenridge 
Tract and on city zoning of a portion 


of the Austin State School property 
that the state has sold. 

Bryker Woods has been part of the 
WANG area neighborhood planning 
process and is working with Pember- 
ton Heights and the City on a traffic- 
calming plan. 

Old Enfield is not participating in 
the neighborhood planning process 
and is concerned with crime issues. 

Oakmont Heights is monitoring the 
progress of the Westminster Manor 
expansion and construction of the new 
apartment complex on Bull Creek 
Road and continues to monitor the sta- 
tus of the state property on Bull Creek 
Road. 

Allandale is working on its neigh- 
borhood watch program and lowering 
the speed limit on its streets to 25 
mph. After losing its lawsuit against 
Wal-Mart, which wants to build on the 
Northcross Mall site, it is monitoring 
implementation of Wal-Mart’s down- 
sized site plan. 

North Shoal Creek has erected 
neighborhood watch signs and is moni- 
toring new vertical mixed use (VMU) 
projects on Anderson Lane, along with 
the restriping of Steck Ave. for bicycle 


lanes. 

Highland Park West/Balcones is 
working on neighborhood beautifica- 
tion and crime watch projects. It was 
successful in persuading the City to 
drop plans to reconstruct the lower 
part of Balcones Blvd. near W. 35th St. 
and in obtaining a school crossing sign 
and striped crosswalk at Perry Ln. and 
Valley Oak Dr. 

The Old West Austin Neighbor- 
hood Association (OWANA) failed to 
obtain an historic district designation 
for the entire neighborhood and is 
seeking a district covering a smaller 
area. The City wants to review, but 
not extensively update, the OWANA 
neighborhood plan approved in 2000. 

Kay asked for neighborhood input 
on continuing the past year’s practice 
of calling MoNAC meetings as needed 
during the year but otherwise main- 
taining the current schedule of annual 
meetings in October. No one objected 
to continuing the current meeting 
schedule. 

There being no other business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. * 


EXPERT HARDWOOD 


Proud to be Your Allandale Neighbor! FLOOR REFINISHING 


CUSTOM HARDWOOD FLOORS 
NEW INSTALLATIONS EXPERT SANDING 
& REPAIRS & FINISHING 


Theresa Mount 
REALTOR® 


Quality Service with Attention to Detail 


RESIDENTIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL 
FOR CONSULTATION 
CALL DAVE — 257-2030 
(512) 576-8870 “Over 40 Years Experience" 
Featured in “Parade of Homes" & "AIA Tour" 


theresamount@austin.rr.com 


Your Resource for 
Buying and Selling 
Central Austin 
Homes. 


Plumbing Repair Specialists 
Paul’s Plumbing 


Paul S. Golston 
master plumber 


Ne 
T 
451-5032 
1907 Morrow 


“If water runs through it, we can do it.” 


www.TheresaMount.com 
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How I Happened To 
Join ANA 


Joe Reynolds 


ell, it was 1979. We had just 

moved to our house on 49th, and I 
found out that a political friend, Terry 
Leifeste, lived around on the next 
street. Terry said I should join, so I did. 
We met at the Zinsmeyer’s house on 
Bullard. I had a friend from work, a 
photographer, Charlie Guerrero, who 
lived just a little south from the Zins- 
meyer’s, on Bullard. My son’s friend 
Wes Wells lived up on Shoal Creek 
where Treadwell joins. I thought, “Hey, 
this is great, lots of friends here.” 

Then came the Memorial Day 
floods. Water in the creek was very 
high and very fast. The bridge over the 
creek, on Hancock, was completely 
flooded. Look at it sometime. My dis- 
sertation supervisor lived west of Bal- 
cones, and his son tried to drive home 
down Hancock, across the bridge. His 
Volkswagen was swept over the bridge 
rail, down the creek, over the dam, 
and he died. The next morning, we 
found a second car, a Cadillac, was still 
on the bridge—well, the front engine 
part was; the trunk was over the rail, 
and it was washed empty too. 

So, ANA got mobilized to take care 
of our neighbors. We started relief and 
cleanup. Along with hundreds of other 
families, both the Guerras and the 
Wells had been badly flooded. Cars 
and refrigerators and all sorts of debris 
were in the creek and had blocked the 
box culverts at White Rock and Koe- 
nig. ANA volunteers didn’t just haul 
out junk, we tried to return lost trea- 
sures to neighbors; we identified and 
returned what we could. 


Longer term, ANA supported Aus- 
tin’s flood control ordinances and the 
enforcement of impervious cover regu- 
lations, run-off retention ponds, and all 
the rest of what we now expect. A lot 
of that was because of ANA members, 
Terry Leifeste, and Phil Lowell [also a 
friend from work], and John Panak. 

ANA really does make a difference. 
Thanks, Terry, for getting me 
involved. + 


A Home Inspection 


Can Save You Money 
Tom Linehan 


ere is a money-saving tip: 
SECURE YOUR HOME. If you 

have APD Officer AJ Rodriguez con- 
duct a home security inspection and 
your home passes, you could qualify 
for as much as a 20% reduction on 
your homeowner’s insurance. That is a 
savings of $200 or more a year! 

Wednesday night, November 8th, 
many neighborhood residents and 
block captains met Officer AJ Rodri- 
guez at one of Allandale’s homes to 
learn about home 
inspections. The 
inspection was at 
the invitation of 
Allandale’s Neigh- 
borhood Safety 
Coordinator, 
Laura DiCarlo, 
who had sched- 
uled it with Offi- 
cer Rodriguez and 
sent out an invita- 
tion to neighbor- 
hood block cap- 


tains. 


The inspection itself doesn’t take 
much time. If you schedule one, it will 
probably take less than 30 minutes. 
Basically, Officer Rodriguez checks 
items listed on the Texas Insurance 
Code form, “Report of Inspector’s 
Findings, Texas Insurance Code Reduc- 
tion in Homeowner’s Insurance Premi- 
ums.” (Visit wwm.allandalereporter.org to 
download the form). If you pass, he 
will file the form with the Texas 
Department of Insurance, and you can 
notify your insurance company and 
ask for a rate reduction. The reduction 
can be as much as 20% depending on 
your provider. 

During his inspection, Officer 
Rodriguez looks at strength of exterior 
doors, quality of door locks, and secu- 
rity of double doors and sliding doors. 
He also inspects window locks to see if 
they are secured by auxiliary locking 
devices. If you have an electronic bur- 
glar alarm system, he will verify it 
meets specific requirements. One secu- 
rity measure not included on the 
inspection form is lighting. Everyone 
agreed proper lighting was important, 
and it was pointed out that effective 
and neighbor-friendly security lighting 


ALLANDALE NEIGHBORHOOD 


Keeping it Cool! 


15% degrees off your meal! 


Join us for lunch, dinner or brunch and 
enjoy our great wines, local brews, 
espresso and scratch desserts. Happy 
Hours on the patios every day! 


15% discount on food only. Not available with 


973-9090 


Central Texas 
TREE CARE 


Quality Pruning, Diagnostics and Overall Tree Healthcare 
Owned & Operated by Experts * Certified Arborist * Insured 
Affordable, Competitively priced & personalized service 


Attention to detail larger companies overlook! 


Call today for a Free Consultation 


www.centraltexastreecare.com 


34THSTREETCAFE.COM 
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BLUESTARCAFETERIA.COM 
1005 W. 34TH ST. 371-3400 4800 BURNET RD. 454-STAR 1206 W. 38TH ST. 419-RITA 


any other offers or during happy hours. 


SANTA*RITA 


SANTARITACANTINA.COM 


shines in toward the house, not out 
toward the street and the neighbors. 
We followed Officer Rodriguez as 
he was conducting the inspection and 
asked a number of questions. Many of 
the things that you can do to make 
your home secure just require using 
common sense. Lock your doors when 
you leave. Use a bar on sliding doors 
to reinforce door security. Install 
motion detector lights, and keep your 
garage door closed. Even though none 
of this is new to people, many of us 
don’t do it consistently. Some tips I 
gained from the meeting include keep- 
ing your blinds and shutters closed at 
night if you own flat panel TV, mak- 
ing use of a light timer when out of 
town, and keeping shrubs and bushes 
trimmed below window-level to elimi- 
nate possible hiding places for burglars. 


You can call or 
e-mail Officer 
Rodriguez (974-4527 
or armando.rodriguex@ 
ci.austin.tx.us) tO set 
up a home inspec- 
tion of your own. A 
successful home 
inspection will not 
only save you 
money on your 
home insurance, but 
it may save you the 
expense of replacing 
stolen items. % 


Home Security Starts 


at the Front Door 
Keith Savage 


Part 1 of a multi-part series covering residen- 
tial security. 


H ere’s what you can do to make 
sure your home doors are are truly 
secure: 


1) Upgrade your locks: 

The typical residential deadbolt lock 
purchased from Lowes or Home depot 
provides only marginal security. Even 
a $50 Baldwin solid brass grade 1 secu- 
rity model can be defeated in under 
five seconds. Ordinary pin and tum- 
bler deadbolts are vulnerable to a devil- 
ishly simple burgerly technique called 


lock bumping. Using a special filed 
down blank key and a little tap from 
the handle of a screwdriver, ordinary 
locks will open right up in under five 
seconds —every time. The technique of 
lock bumping has only been known 
about in the US since 2006. 

To guard against lock bumping you 
need a commercial grade deadbolt 
available from your local locksmith or 
online. Expect to pay between $100- 
150 for a quality deadbolt. Brands you 
can trust are Medeco and Schlage Pri- 
mus. On my house, I have 5 Medeco 
Maxxum deadbolts purchased online 
for $105 each. For convience, they are 
setup so that they all share the same 
key. This brings us to part 2. 


2) Reinforce your door and the door 
frame. 

If a thief cannot quickly defeat your 
lock, he may just simply kick in your 
door. Next time Pll discuss the how to 
prevent kick-in type attacks. + 


VERB 
ADVERTISING 


is now offered on 


allandalereporter.org 


contact allandaleads@gmail.com 
for more information. 


OFFERING A FULL RANGE OF RESIDENTIAL 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 


McKay Vassaur 
Total Construction 


COMPLETE REMODELS/RENOVATIONS 
“BUILD ON YOUR LOT” CUSTOM HOME CONSTRUCTION 
ROOM ADDITIONS 
“GREEN” INSTALLATIONS (ENERGY EFFIICIENCY) 

KITCHENS 

BATHROOMS 

CUSTOM CABINETRY 
FLOORING 
COVERED PATIOS/DECKS 
LANDSCAPE 


CALL (512) 748-6600 TODAY FORYOUR FREE ESTIMATE!!! 


FOR TOP QUALITY AT A COMPETITIVE PRICE — CHOOSE MCKAY 
VASSAUR — YOUR “TOTAL CONSTRUCTION” PARTNER 
J.VASSAUR@YAHOO.COM  (TRCC#43914) 


Help out a neighbor = Don'tlitter = Donate to local 
charities = Spay or neuter your pets m Plant flow- 
ers m Volunteer m Use our trails and parks m 
Conserve water m Organize Neighborhood Watch 
program m Drive carefully æ Have a block party m 
Attend a neighborhood meeting = VOTE! = Report 


suspicious activities to 


Take Pride In our 11 m Observe the 
Neighborhood peed limit m= Keep 
our pets ona leash m 
ecycle m Pick up 


after your pets m Park in your driveway m Keep 
bicycle lanes open = Keep your home in good repair 
m Keep your yard mowed and trimmed = Join ANA 
= Donate household items = Report potholes 440- 
8444 m Correct poor street lighting 505-7617 m= Stay 
in contact with your elderly neighbors = Take walks 
around the neighborhood = Pick up litter in streets and 
on sidewalks m Organize a safe house on routes to 
schools m Report missing street signs 457-4851 m 
Take a day off work to spend with your family 
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Dog Talk: Some- 
thing’s Not Right 


Cheryl Silver 


stitch in time saves nine, right? 

Catching problems early saves work 
down the road, and picking up on signs 
that something is not right with your 
dog can head off serious health issues 
and even behavior problems. 

It is important to recognize from the 
get-go that dogs are creatures of 
habit—they don’t make changes with- 
out reason. With this premise in mind, 
it is important to take note of changes 
in behavior—even very subtle changes 
—and try to determine what has pre- 
cipitated the change. 

Recently, one of my dogs started 
sleeping under the bed and even “retreat- 
ing” there for no apparent reason. When 
I found a chew-stick untouched that nor- 
mally would have been devoured imme- 
diately, we went to the veterinarian. My 
dog had an abscessed tooth that was 
clearly causing great pain. The tooth was 
tended to, and my happy bouncing 


11-year old girl is back again! Remember, 
a dog in pain will typically do all he or 
she can to avoid showing that pain. 
Showing pain in the wild makes you 
more vulnerable to predators, so stoic 
behavior serves the dog well. If your dog 
becomes quiet and/or reclusive, pay 
attention. 

I heard from an adopter who was 
worried because a newly adopted dog 
had snapped at her daughter. As the 
event was described, the child had 
overhandled the dog’s head. I asked if 
the dog had been scratching his ears; 
yes, he had—a lot! I suspected he was 
in pain from an ear infection, and that 
turned out to be the case. The child’s 
handling had caused great pain, and the 
mother had not picked up on the signs 
of the ear infection. If your dog is posi- 
tioning her head so she can clearly tar- 
get her ear to scratch, that is a red flag 
that the ear may need attention. Some 
dogs will carefully scratch inside the 
ear and then sniff the toes of the foot 
they used to scratch. My experience 
has been that when the dog sniffs that 
foot (and possibly licks it) the dog like- 
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ly has a fungal infection in the ears, or 
even multiple infections. 

Another red flag may present itself 
while you are cleaning up poop in the 
yard. Typically, dogs will stand in one 
place as they relieve themselves, and 
the deposit will be in a pile. If you 
start noticing that the individual depos- 
its are spaced apart from each other, it 
is possible your dog is experiencing 
pain in her hips or lower back and is 
not able to stay in one place as she pot- 
tys. She has to repeatedly relax (and 
move a bit) then continue, so the feces 
are no longer found in a consolidated 
pile. Get your dog examined so this 
pain can be evaluated and treated. 

A dog who is drinking large amounts 
of water and then urinating frequently 
(and possibly having accidents in the 
house) needs attention. This is not a 
dog who has “forgotten” his house- 
training. Kidney issues, diabetes, Cush- 
ing’s, etc. could be involved, or your 
dog could have a simple urinary tract 
infection. Families with multiple dogs 
will need to be attentive to who is 
drinking all the water, and families 


who keep dogs outside may not have 
the opportunity to observe a specific 
dog drinking large amounts of water. 

Finally, I want to mention a condi- 
tion that shows up many different ways 
in both young and old dogs. It is very, 
very common—it is hypothyroidism. 
The saddest situation is when a dog 
becomes grouchy, snaps at a family 
member or acts downright scary, and 
the dog is euthanized without testing 
for hypothyroidism. Hypothyroidism 
shows up in many different ways, but 
many dogs have only one or two symp- 
toms. Some symptoms are lethargy, 
recurrent infections, obesity even on a 
controlled diet, skin issues, always act- 
ing cold, stiffness in the joints, or Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde behavior. All you 
need is one symptom to consider this 
diagnosis. I have dealt with many dogs 
with this condition, and a very inexpen- 
sive medication is the fix. 


All of this is to say, there is generally 
a reason for change in your dog; do not 
assume the change is age-related or a 
spiteful behavior. If you would like to 
talk more about this, you are welcome 
to give me a call. Of course, Iam not a 
veterinarian, but we can still chat. 

csilver2@austin.rr.com 512.454.7219 


Gullett Good News 


Stephanie Schultz 


N ovember is a busy time for all, but 
it is an especially busy time at Gul- 
lett. November 1st was the day of the 
Gullett carnival. Friendly crowds 
enjoyed perfect weather, delicious 
food, and lots of great games. The 
dunking booth was a big draw for stu- 
dents as many dunked their teachers ... 
and even the principal. 

The school is hoping to draw traffic 

to its website as 


Patient Parking Area 


By Appointment 
Phone (512) 452-0681 


DR. THOMAS P. MORIARTY 


Podiatrist - Foot Specialist 


1105 W. Anderson Ln. 
Austin, Texas 78757 


well. The school 
debuted a new site 
this month. More 
user-friendly and 
full of teacher and 
staff blogs, the site 
went live in mid- 
November. Check 
it Out at www gullett- 
geckos. com. 


Merry Christmas 
fom Herbs for Life 


5555 N lamar -125 


452-HERR 


ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS!!! 


Product Specials throughout the month of 
December! Come in to see what’s new & what’s 


on SALE. 


Ion Foot Spa detox Bath $25. ea Reg. $35. ea 


BTA—Urine & Saliva Test $50. Reg. $75. 


Mention this ad to receive $ 10 OFF 
Your Product Purchase of $25.00 or "DB 


Give the gift of health this holiday season. 


Proud to be an American 

Throughout the month, the students 
showed their red, white, and blue col- 
ors as they participated in a mock pres- 
idential election. Like the popular vote 
in the country, the Geckos voted for 
Barack Obama as their next president. 

That American spirit was alive the 
next week as well, as the Geckos wel- 
comed many veterans to its Veterans 
Day Assembly on November 11. Patri- 
otic songs and speeches filled the cafe- 
teria, and students brought pictures of 
their relatives in the military to show- 
case around the school. 


Food, Glorious Food 

Kindergarten teacher Sherry Glide- 
well won a $500 ABC Grant for her 
“Smart Snacks” cooking lessons pro- 
gram. Her lucky kindergartners have 
weekly cooking lessons where they are 
in charge of measuring, reading, and 
writing recipes, and best of all cooking 
and eating tasty, healthy snacks. 

Parents got more than a small snack 
when they came for Thanksgiving lunch 
with their kids on November 20. The 
cafeteria staff did not disappoint as stu- 
dents and parents alike feasted on turkey 
and potatoes, and pumpkin pie too. 

The students also celebrated “Eat 
Bright Week,” in November, where 
they were encouraged to eat a fruit or 
a vegetable every day at lunch. 


Booking Events 

The next week featured the “Safari 
Book Fair.” From December 8-12, stu- 
dents, staff, and parents had a chance to 
buy great books for themselves or as holi- 
day gifts. The annual event, held in the 
library, is a great fundraiser for the school. 

“I love book fair,” commented sec- 
ond grader Gracie Smith. “If we read 
enough books in the summer, we get a 
coupon to use at the fair. Ms. Gooch 
makes it lots of fun! One year she was 
a snowy ice princess.” 

The second graders were busy the 
week of book fair. They were joined by 
the first graders for a “holidays and har- 
mony” performance on December 9. 

Beautiful voices will fill the Gullett 
cafeteria again on December 16; the con- 
cert choir performs for parents, friends, 
and neighbors. Check it out at 7 p.m. 


Continued on page 22 
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Gullett Good News 
Continued from page 21 


Celebrating the Holiday 

The entire school will have their 
holiday parties on December 17, while 
the students (and teachers!) eagerly 
anticipate the holiday break. The last 
day of classes is December 18, when 
the fourth graders visit the capitol and 
learn about state government. 

School reconvenes on January 6, when 
lots of well-rested students hit the books, 
and prepare for second semester. 


American Cockroaches 
a.k.a. Waterbugs 


Wizzie Brown 


merican cockroaches, also called 

waterbugs or palmetto bugs, are 
about 1 %” long, reddish-brown with 
tan markings on the pronotum (the 
shield that covers the head). Nymphs 
look similar to the adults, but do not 
have fully developed wings. Like all 
cockroaches, females lay their eggs in a 
purse-like sac called an ootheca. 


Henderson 
Plumbing 


452-5963 


Licensed plumbing repair 


Clean, personal service 
29 years experience 
Drain cleaning 


452-5963 
Leave message 


Interested in advertising? We offer 
reasonable rates and our newsletter is 
delivered to 3000 homes! For more info, 
email allandaleads@gmail.com 


or call 680-6281. 
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American cockroaches are a com- 
mon pest that breeds indoors in Texas. 
Typically, these cockroaches move in 
from outdoors in search of food and 
water or to escape cold temperatures. 
They can enter structures around pipe 
penetrations, vents in the attic, 
through weepholes, or via cracks 
around doors and windows. 

Exclusion is great method to keep 
the cockroaches outside. Check weath- 
er stripping around doors and win- 
dows to make sure there is a good seal. 
Use caulk to seal around pipe penetra- 
tions or any cracks and crevices that 
may lead into the home. If your home 
has a brick or stone facade, use steel 
wool or copper mesh to block the 
weep holes (steel wool should not be 
used on light color facade, since it rusts 
when it gets wet). 

Commonly used formulations for 
cockroach management include baits, 
sprays, and dusts. Residual sprays and 
dusts should not be used in the same 
location as baits to avoid contamina- 
tion of the baits. Sprays and dusts 
should be targeted to crack and crevice 
areas or wall voids. When using baits, 


old bait should be scraped away before 
new bait is placed out. Target baits to 
areas where cockroaches will be able to 
locate it easily. 

For more information or help with 
identification, contact Wizzie Brown, 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Pro- 
gram Specialist at 512.854.9600. Also 
check out ww».urban-ipm. blogspot.com. % 


Wildlife Habitat Challenge 


continued from front page 


Challenge. Each neighborhood repre- 
sentative had an opportunity to talk 
briefly about the project. Cheryl told 
how excited she was with the project 
and relayed a story from Steve Owens, 
one of the neighbors whose yard 
became certified. His son surprised 
him one day after reporting hearing a 
birdcall in their yard from a bird that 
he’d learned about with his dad on the 
computer. 

The excitement about the project is 
understandable once you see the wild- 
life habitats. Pictured on page 23 is one 
of the aquatic habitats created by Trish 
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Back row: Xiaotian Shen, LAc 497; Song Luo, PhD, LAc 950; 
Yongxin Fan, LAc 663; William Morris, LAc 1009; Jamie Wu, LAc 320; 


Robert Laguna, LAc 352; Yuxing Liu, PhD, LAc 758. 
Front Row: Yuxia Qiu, LAc 568; Zheng Zeng, LAc 678; 


Zhongling Zhang, LAc 441. Not pictured: Yan Wu, LAc 443 


Call for your appointment 
(512) 467-0370 


Mon-Fri, 8:00-5:00; Sat. 9:00-1:00 


50% OFF 
Your First Visit to AOMA’: 
Professional Clinic 


Academy of Oriental Medicine at Austin 
In the Village Center © 2700 W. Anderson Ln, Ste. 204 è www.aoma.edu 


Trish Roberts-Miller's aquatic habitat. 


Roberts-Miller in her yard. To the 
right is a photo of owlets from another 
habitat in her yard. We have more 
photos on the Allandale web site (ww, 
allandalereporter.org) from other Allandale 
residents whose yards were certified. 

Here are few more comments from 
Chery] and people in the neighbor- 
hood who have gotten involved with 
the project. 

From Chery] Silver: “Wow! Our 
neighbors are so smart! I just heard 
from one of our neighbors, Sean 
Starke, who has created a water source 


Owls hang out 
in their owl 
habitat. 


by capturing water 
from their AC drip 
hose, and they are 
seeing lots of little 
critters coming for 
a drink! So smart, smart, smart!” 

From Steve Owens: “I’ve noticed 
a lot more butterflies, bumblebees, 
honeybees, toads, anoles, humming- 
birds, woodpeckers, and song birds 
as I’ve converted to native plants, 
added a birdbath and butterfly pud- 
dling area, created a brush pile, and 
added plants as food sources, supple- 
menting with a hummingbird feeder and 
suet cages. It’s been a lot of fun.” 

From Trish Roberts-Miller: “We have 
the [Backyard Wildlife Habitat] sign up 
on our fence, and 
it gives me a thrill 
every time I see it!” 

Of course, this 
year’s challenge 
has concluded, but 
that should not 
stop you from 
creating a wildlife 
habitat in your 
yard and getting it 
certified. You will 


find more information here: »»mnn/f. 
org/backyard/ certify.ofm. You can also con- 
tact Cheryl at csilver2@austin.rr.com or 
call her at 454-7219. * 


HALL LAWN CARE SERVICES 


Rick Hall 
453-3397, c. 297-HALL (4255) 


$35.00 to mow & edge average yard 
Other services available by quote 


Paula Baker DVM 
Kerry Weisz DVM 


the past 35 years. 


Allandale Veterinary 
Clinic 
6800 Burnet Road, Suite 1 
Austin, Texas 78757 
(1/4 block south of Justin Lane) 


512-454-6719 
www.allandalevetclinic.com 


‘Se Small Animal Medicine 
and Surgery 


4 . 
Se Dentistry 
se Cancer Therapy and Chemotherapy 
O 
N] Digital Radiographs 


Se Appointments and Drop Offs 


available 


Locally owned and continuing to serve Austin and the 


Allandale neighborhood with quality pet care as we have for 


e 00 
Precious %% Pets 


WHILE THE MASTER IS AWAY THE PETS WILL PLAY 


%2 Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 


%2 Companionship & Peace of Mind 


%2 Feeding, Walking, Playtime, 
Veterinarian Visits 


J 


Ú Your Pets will be Assured a 
“Pawsitive” Experience! 


Call Carolyn for a complimentary interview visit 


917-3902 


www.preciouspetsaustin.com 


carolyn@preciouspetsaustin.com 


Constable’s Notebook 
Constable Bruce Elfant 


his year’s presidential and congres- 

sional elections mattered more than 
perhaps any in my lifetime. Our new 
president will confront two wars and 
the worst economic crisis since the 
Great Depression. Unlike some elec- 
tions, there was a real difference 
between the candidates. I have written 
more than a few columns that urged 
citizens to participate in their democ- 
racy by voting for candidates and 
issues that represent their interests. I 
expressed dissatisfaction that less than 
10% of registered voters have deter- 
mined who is elected to city council, 
school board, and community college 
boards. I railed about the fact that 
presidential elections in the United 
States have attracted far fewer of its 
citizens than almost any other democ- 
racy. I used guilt and even shame to 


encourage more citizens to exercise 
their constitutional right and responsi- 
bility to vote. 

Did the most closely watched and 
historic and exciting presidential elec- 
tion in generations live up to the 
expectations of historic voter turnout? 
The good news is that the national per- 
centage turnout in the presidential 
election was the largest since 1968. But 
while more than a record 125,000,000 
Americans cast votes this year, turnout 
only exceeded the 2004 voter turnout 
by about 3 million votes. Travis Coun- 
ty voters again led Texas counties in 
voter turnout. Though the total num- 
ber of votes cast increased by almost 
50,000, the turnout percentage only 
increased from 64% in 2004 to just 
over 66% this year. Five voting pre- 
cincts including 237 (Highland Park 
Baptist Church) 
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Creature Comforts 
Loving In-Home 
Pet Care 


512-413-4214 
Cathy McDowell 


and 256 (Casis 
Elementary 


School) exceeded 


Team 


Realtors. 
- Your Allandale Neighbors for Over 30 Years! - 


Terry & Sharon Echols 


What Our Clients Say: “You guys are truly the 
best at what you do and we are ever so 
grateful to have you!” - N&N J. 


Call Us at: 453-0903 


KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY® = 


www.EcholsTeam.com 


Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 


80% turnout but less than half of the 
registered voters turned out in 11 Tra- 
vis County precincts. 

We all hope that the incoming 
administration and Congress will 
quickly and effectively address the 
challenges they inherited. This holiday 
season local officials and our non-prof- 
it community, also hit hard by the 
economic downturn, need help in 
order to respond to an increased need 
for shelter, food, clothing, toys, and 
medical assistance. All the great reli- 
gions speak to our need to help the 
least among us. I am proud that my 
employees have decided to dramatical- 
ly downsize our office holiday party in 
order to sponsor several families who 
are in crisis. There can be no better 
gift than to assist others who have not 
been blessed with health, wealth, or 
stable family lives. 

I hope you and your family enjoy a 
safe and happy holiday season. + 


Join ANA Today! 
Use the enclosed envelope 


The Dragon's Way ° 


A Six-Week Journey to 
Wellness and Weight Loss 


m Manage stress" Sharpen intuition 
= Lose weight 


= Rebalance your body 


For informatiomand 
class schedule, ‘contact 


Meg Coons 

Licensed Acupuncturist 
512-506-1720 
megcoons@hotmail.com 


